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Applicants hereby request a three-month Extension of Time of the origin^hortened 
statutory response period set forth in the Office Action mailed November 9, 200 L A check is 
enclosed herewith in the amount of $920 in payment of the government fee for a three-month 
* Extension of Time (Large Entity). Any additional fees or charges required at this time in 
connection with the application may be charged to our Patent and Trademark Office Deposit 
Account No. 03-2412. 

The Office Action mailed November 9, 2001 has been reviewed and carefully 
considered. Claims 6 to 1 1 are pending in this application, with claims 6 and 9 being the only 
independent claims. Reconsideration of the above-identified application, as amended, and in view 
of the following remarks is respectfully requested. 

Although an Information Disclosure Statement was filed on November 30, 1999, the 
Examiner did not indicate in the pending Office Action that the references cited in that IDS were 
considered by the Examiner. An acknowledgement of such consideration of those references is 
requested. 


v5/52/50Cc '^nO^iHPt'M jOOOCCd^: V'^^<.vA 


-1- 


9i 


t In the Office Action mailed November 9, 2001, claim 6 was rejected under 35 

U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5.079,899 (Karachi). Claims 7 to 1 1 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kurachi in view of US Patent No 
5,513,478 (Abt). 

Kurachi does not disclose or suggest the method recited in independent claim 6 
In Kurachi, the rotation in the direction opposite to the feeding direction is used for emptying a 
pool box and withdrawing the end of a used band. (col. 9, lines 50 to 54). When a new reel is 
loaded, an operator manually places a new reel into the machine (on disengaged roller 56a or 
56b) and then also inserts the leading end of the band into its proper position (i.e., between 
disengaged roller 56a and roller 55, or between disengaged roller 56b and roller 55 
respectively), (col. 10, lines 24 to 38; col. 3, lines 17 to 22). In Kurachi, insertion of a new reei 
and positioning of the leading end thereof is performed manually by an operator and no reverse 
rotation of a new replacement reel together with a detection of the end of the band is used. Since 
the new reel is not rotated backwards in order to drop the end of the band to a feeding table 
detection of the presence of the end of band is not done and there is no reason to perform this 
operation. In Kurachi, the leading end of the new reel is positioned manually within the feeding 
system of the machine and the end of the band is detected only when it reaches a certain position 
in the machine, (col. 1 1 , lines 1 to 8). 

The invention is based on the idea that when a roll, readily positioned in a 
wrapping machine, is rotated backwards, the end of the wrapper falls on a feeding table 
automatically. No manual operation of the leading end of the wrapper or complex guiding 
• mechanism is needed. The end of the wrapper can then be fed directly into the nip of the feeding 
rolls. This kind of operation is impossible in a strapping machine like described by Kurachi, 
since the strapping band is quite narrow and would not fall straight. 

For these reasons, independent method claim 6 is not disclosed or suggested by 
Kurachi, and is patentable thereover. 

Abt does not disclose or suggest the method steps recited in independent claim 6 that 
are not disclosed or suggested by Kurachi, nor does the Examiner so allege. For these reasons 
independent claim 6, and claims 7 and 8, which are dependent upon independent claim 6, are 
patentable. 
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With respect to independent apparatus claim 9, Karachi does not disclose at least the 


following elements recited in claim 9: (l)a wrapper feeding table, (2) at least one first sensor 
positioned to detect when the wrapper end has fallen on a surface of said wrapper feeding table; 
(3) a means for feeding the wrapper end from said wrapper feeding table toward a roll to be 
wrapped; and (4) at least one air nozzle positioned to blow air along the surface of said wrapper 
feeding table so as to guide the wrapper end along the surface of said wrapper feeding table toward 
said means for feeding the wrapper end. Although the Examiner states that Abt discloses a 
wrapping machine in which the leading edge of a web of material is guided and tucked into position 
be a stream of air blown by an air nozzle (Office Action, page 3), Abt's air nozzle does not operate 
to "blow air along the surface of said wrapper feeding table so as to guide the wrapper end along the 
surface of said wrapper feeding table toward said means for feeding the wrapper end", as recited in 
independent apparatus claim 9. Therefore, the combination of Kurachi in view of Abt does not 
result in, or suggest, the invention recited independent apparatus claim 9. For these reasons, 
independent apparatus claim 9 is patentable. Dependent claims 10 and 11 are patentable for the 
reasons that independent claim 9 is patentable. 

For the foregoing reasons, appHcants respectfully submit that this application is in 
condition for allowance, and such action is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

COHEN, PONTANI, LIEBERMAN & PAVANE 
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